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Overview of Activities

1. Understanding the Audio Book Industry 
and the Growth of Online Services

2. Modeling Instructional Strategies 
3. Review of Research on Teachers’ Use of 

Audio Books in K-6
4. Research Questions/Issues for the 

Future



http://mediaeducationlab.com



Elementary Teachers Use 
Audio Books

Exploratory research was conducted to 
discover the patterns of instructional practices 
that urban and suburban elementary school 
teachers use when given their first opportunity 
to use audio books in their classrooms.  A 
sample of less-technologically sophisticated 
teachers downloaded audio books, then 
designed and implemented a lesson using this 
technology in the classroom.  



Elementary Teachers Use 
Audio Books

Method: Teachers selected some 
potential audio books for use with their 
students. They designed and 
implemented a lesson for students.  A 
research assistant was available to 
troubleshoot technology problems.  
Researchers observed classroom 
lessons and interviewed teachers about 
their perceptions of the activity.



http://listenandlearn.wordpress.com/



Findings
(1) Teachers perceived their students to be actively 
learning from listening.
(2) A wide range of students were intellectually and 
emotionally engaged with the story content.
(3) Teachers emphasized vocabulary and language 
development. 
(4) Teachers struggled with mastering the process of 
downloading digital audio content. 
(5) Teachers used instructional strategies based on their 
experience with read-alouds to make audio learning 
more effective for their students. 
(6) The most significant instructional strategy was 
pausing to discuss the story every five to fifteen minutes 
to promote active listening.



Findings
Teachers typically paused to discuss the 

story every five to fifteen minutes to 
promote active listening. 

Many teachers used specific and pointed 
questioning to prompt predictions by 
students.  

Because teachers did not have to focus on 
the oral performance dimensions of the 
text, many teachers felt that they could be 
more effective in their use of questioning.  



Findings
“The most rewarding part has been seeing that the kids enjoy as much 

as I do… and to get them to love listening!”

“Many of my students have auditory processing issues and it was 
difficult for them to understand parts the story. Even so, I believe 
that hearing the dialect, along with guided visualization, helps to 
bring the story to life and strengthen the students’ listening skills and 
comprehension.”

“I am most surprised by how genuinely concerned students are with the 
issues. My students are from the New York area, have no 
experience with agricultural life and little awareness of how they rely 
on rivers, even though they are surrounded by them. Hearing the 
voices of farmers explain how a simple change to the river could
affect their lives so dramatically had a powerful impact and made the 
issue real to my students.”
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